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Background:

India experienced record temperature rise in the 
month of April 2022 in several states in North and 
West India, taking the maximum temperatures in 
many places including West Rajasthan, East Uttar 
Pradesh, West Madhya Pradesh, and Vidarbha in 
Maharashtra to over 45 degrees Celsius.

The heatwave has inflicted suffering on thousands 
of families especially in rural areas. The number 
of patients with heatstroke conditions, diarrhea, 
vomiting and high fever has increased in hospitals 
across the States. The drying of their regular water 
points (hand pumps, borewells, open wells, ponds, 
canals, etc.) in the villages have pushed villagers 
especially women, to walk 2-4kms for fetching water 
from some agriculture farmland for their survival. 
The water is scarce, and the available water is dirty 
and contaminated. Livestock which is a main source 
of income for the people may die due to lack of water.

EFICOR response:

As a response to the suffering of the people due 
to the water crisis from the heat wave in India, EFICOR is enagged in supplying water through tankers for 
domestic purposes  to 1450 households (average 5 members per family). Each person has been supplied 20 
litres of water per day to meet all their basic domestic requirement. EFICOR has also provided ORS, glucose 
and water purifying tablets to every family.
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story 1:
Mrs. Sobha Mukesh is a young 
mother, 22 years old from Nalti 
Rukmani Phalia. She has two 
daughters both below the age of 4. 
The  family lives in a remote and 
hilly area. Sobha takes care of 4 
of her extended family members 
and has her hands full. The village 
Ruknami Phalia has 20 families 
and only one hand pump and 
one open well. Both sources of 
water would dry up in summer 
as the region experiences a high 
temperature of over 45 degrees 
during peak summer. Sobha 
would walk for 3 km to get water from the nearby village to meet the water needs of her family of 8. With the 
intense heat and the long walk, she faced terrible challenges and was too tired by the end of the day but had to 
cook and take care of her children. She was completely drained out and prone to getting sick.

EFICOR’s heat wave response was like an oasis in the desert and she conveyed her thank you with great relief. 
She says  “I was sure to fall sick or have a sunstroke if not for this help” Sobha is now able to take good care of 
her family and also spend time helping her husband in their agricultural field as she has energy and time to 
spare for it.

Story 2:
The Bundelkhand region is infamous 
for drought-prone conditions 
and water scarcity. The maximum 
rainfall in Damoh is 1200mm, but 
for the last two years, the average 
rainfall was only 834mm which led 
to the gradual reduction of available 
water in the streams and rivers. 
This year, the region experienced 
temperatures between 44 degrees to 
47 degrees and over 65% of farmers 
have not been able to cultivate a 
second crop due to lack of water.

Mrs. Guddi Bai Ahirwar lives in 
Damoh with her family of 7, including 
her husband, son, daughter-in-law, 
and 3 grandchildren below the age 
of 8.  Her husband Mr. Ramesh Ahirwar is a person with a disability and Guddi is the primary breadwinner of 
the family. She engages in labour work along with her son and daughter-in-law, to make ends meet.  Summers 
have always been hard for the Ahirwar family as Guddi has to take on the additional responsibility of fetching 
water which would take away time from work and thus affect their income. 

Through the water provision of EFICOR, Guddi’s family has received water to meet the domestic purposes for 
30 days, which in turn helped Guddi to divert the time and energy on working to ensure the family’s income 
is not affected.
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